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SUPPLEMENT 1 
 
EMAIL FROM JOHN ROSSIE (April 16, 2022) 

TO  
DR. WAYNE DWERNYCHUK 

RE: 
Movement of Contaminated Items from Mainland 

Vietnam (i.e., DIOXIN/TCDD) 
 
 
 

 
From: John Rossie [mailto:jr@rossie.com]  
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2022 8:44 PM 
To: Wayne Dwernychuk <wdwernychuk@telus.net> 
Cc: John Rossie <jr@rossie.com> 
Subject: Movement of Contaminated Items from Mainland Vietnam 
 

Wayne, 

 I am familiar with a Professional Opinion you developed in May, 
2020, for John R. Richardson regarding his probable exposure to military 
herbicide based on his handling of mail bags that moved from a location at 
the Da Nang Airbase to the Aircraft Carrier he was on. As you know, John 
was a Carrier Sailor and the movement of the mail bags coincided with the 
movement of other items such as packages and containers that were all 
retrieved from the Da Nang Airbase and moved by COD (Carrier Onboard 
Delivery) aircraft out to his Aircraft Carrier. 

 I am interested in tracing as best I can the possible migration of 
military herbicide contamination from locations on the mainland out to the 
ships at sea. It appears to me that one possible route of exposure to military 
herbicide could have been through the movement by COD flight of items 
that might have been contaminated on land, loaded onto COD airplanes 
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and flown out to the Carriers at sea, possibly for further distribution. My 
questions to you are:     

If there were other items at the same location as John Richardson's mailbags, 
would those others items and materials being picked up at the same time as the 
mailbags have been subject to the same potential contamination? And since all 
those items were put directly onto the COD planes, would the people who unloaded 
and handled those items once the COD landed on the aircraft carrier also be subject 
to the same 50% level of probability for contamination through their contact with 
those items? How about the next recipients as the items and materials were passed 
on? 

As you will recall from your development of John Richardson’s 
material, the specific location of the mail bags at the Da Nang Air Base was 
at the Fleet Air Support Unit (FASU) terminal. The function of FASU was 
to funnel items bound for the Carriers and other ships of the offshore fleet 
to a central location where the COD planes would pick them up and 
distribute to the fleet as required. Those items included freight, mail, 
personnel and whatever else needed to get to the Blue Water Navy ships 
offshore. The first point of distribution was the Da Nang FASU and the 
primary way things got out to the Carriers was by way of the COD planes, 
with the exception of urgent or unique parcels or individuals like high rank 
VIPs or emergency deliveries, which would have probably flown out by 
helo or in some cases a fixed-wing plane that could land on the Carrier.  

Once the COD plane landed on the deck of the Carrier, all the 
packages, equipment, and personnel bound for that Carrier would stay 
there and all the packages, equipment and personnel bound for other ships 
would then be distributed, with the Carrier as the new origination point. 
Smaller ships, such as Destroyers, received mail, food, supplies and even 
new personnel directly from an Aircraft Carrier, either by a helicopter 
lowering the items to the fantail in a big cargo net or, by use of a "hi-line 
and boatswain's chair" to ride between the two ships while underway. The 
smaller ships would often be in a Carrier Task Force, which means they 
would be moving along with the Carrier and would then use the Carrier 
for a source of fuel, at which time supplies and personnel would be 
transferred while underway. 
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I believe it is safe to say that the runway at Da Nang right in front of 
the FASU was where a vast majority of items intended for Blue Water 
Navy ships and personnel had their last contact with land. The Aircraft 
Carriers became the next point of distribution and, for the smaller ships at 
sea, 99% of everything they received would have originated on the 
Carriers. It was a very efficient distribution system then and is still 
probably the general pattern for distribution in the modern Navy. 

 It is for this reason that your analysis of probable exposure to military 
herbicides for a Blue Water Navy sailor is of great interest to me. I would 
like to know your Professional Opinion regarding the questions I have 
asked above. Please let me know your thoughts on this. 

 Respectfully, 

 John Rossie 

  

 


